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Mission Tr ips to New Orleans 
 

                        First Presbyterian Church,  
                        Monroe has been going to the  
                        Lakeview area of New  
                        Orleans several times a year  
                        to help with clean up of  
                         homes ravaged by the 
hurricanes in 2004. They partner with Lake-
view Presbyterian Church for the projects, 
and there is an enormous need for continuing 
this effort. 
 

Two trips are planned for this fall, September 
28-29 and November 16-17. The Presbyte-
rian Disaster Team of First Church invites 
volunteers from other Pines churches to join 
them in this mission.  These trips will be 
involved in re-building homes, and there is 
especially a need for workers with building 
skills, but such skills are not a requirement. 
 

For details about the trips, contact Becky 
Lanier at beckybo1245@yahoo.com or call 
her at 318-387-4541. 

Presbytery of the Pines 
419 W. Louisiana Ave., Ruston, LA 71270 

Phone: 318-255-6177    Fax: 318-255-9122 
Website: pinespby.org 

Email: pines@pinespby.org 

To share news & events of your church in the Neighborhood send to: 
Cheryl Brewer, 701 Overstreet, Fordyce, AR 71742           e-mail: cherylrenee1@alltel.net 

 
 
 
 
As part of the Presbytery’s participation in 
the PCUSA Mission Challenge, Rev. David 
and Jeannene Wiseman, mission co-workers 
from Guatemala will be visiting in churches 
in October.  Pines churches where the 
Wiseman’s are scheduled extend an open 
invitation and encourage everyone to take 
advantage of the opportunity to meet and 
hear their experiences while they are in our 
part of the Church. 

Schedule 
 

Sunday, October  14 
   First Church, Shreveport, LA Luncheon 
         Please RSVP 318-222-0607 by Oct. 10 
Monday, October 15 
   First Church Hope, AR 6 p.m. presentation 
Tuesday, October  16 
   Broadmoor Church, Shreveport, LA Lunch 
Wednesday, October  17 
   First Church, Bastrop, LA 6:30 p.m. 
        Fellowship Dinner and presentation 
Thursday, October  18 
   Highland Church, W. Monroe - evening 
         Food, Fellowship and presentation 
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                        Spir itual Retreat 
                        on Psalm 23 
                              October  12 &  13, 2007. 
                            5:00 pm Friday thru 
                            4:00 pm Saturday 
Make your plans to attend a weekend of faith 
enrichment at Camp Alabama. 

 

Cost  $30.00 
After Oct. 1st $35.00 

 

Leaders 
Rev. Bryan McDowell, Associate Pastor 

Ms. Anita Parish, DCE 
First Presbyterian Church, Shreveport 

 

Lastest News 
David & Jeannene Wiseman 

invited to join the retreat 
if travel schedule permits 

 

Details and registration forms are available at 
your church or online at Presbytery website 

CORRECTION to MAILED FLYER 
Fall Gather ing of Presbyter ian Women 

Alabama Presbyter ian Church 
Saturday, October  20, 2007 

Registration 9:00 a.m. 
Worship 10:00 a.m. 

 
Keynote: Judia Forman 

Synod of the Sun PW Coordinating Team 
 

Workshop Leaders 
Helen Glass  

“Tips for the Journey”  
Inspirational class for those that do not need 

officer training 
 

Training Workshops with more members of 
Synod PW Coordinating Team 

Kathy Randall ~ Sue Candler ~ Kathy White 
Camp Alabama Hutton Hall and cabins will be 
open Friday night for those who would like to 
spend the night and have some time for fellow-
ship and R & R with other Pines  PW’s. 

Two Pines Churches invite you to join with them in celebrating joyous anniversaries 
this fall: 
Hollywood Presbyter ian Church commemorates their 51st Anniversary, October  14th 
with the theme “We’ve Come This Far by Faith”  based on II Corinthians 5:7. Rev. 
Tony Lewis, a former member of the church will be the speaker.  Service at 10:30 a.m. 
 

Shreveport-Bossier  Korean Presbyter ian Church celebrates their 20th Anniversary, 
November 4th. More information to come. 

Campus Minister  Installed 
Rev. Thomas Alan Johnson was installed as Director of Northeast Campus Ministry, 

University of Louisiana at Monroe on August 27th.  Johnson is a graduate of LA Tech, Ruston, 
and comes to Monroe from Russellville, AR, where he served as Associate Pastor at First 
United Methodist Church, working with students from the nearby university. 

The Northeast Campus Ministry has set weekly events, such as worship service on 
Thursdays and lunch for a dollar on Tuesdays.  The group also has a fall retreat scheduled for 
September 21-23 at Camp Alabama. 
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“ Hope in Our Midst”  
2007 Presbyter ian Youth Tr iennium 
Purdue University, West Lafayette, Indiana 
 

Among participants at the Triennium in July were four 
representatives from Pines.  Every presbytery in the PCUSA 
was represented as well as young people from the 
Cumberland Presbyterian Church and PCUSA international 
partner churches.  LaWanda Harris from First Presbyterian 
Church, Camden and Garrett Staples from First Presbyterian 
Church, Shreveport summed up their feelings about the 
week-long conference with a big “ thumbs up” . 

Josh Lowery from Alabama Presbyterian Church, 
Choudrant was the other Pines youth that attended, and Sue 

Pickett, also from First Church, Camden served with Garrett as an adult sponsor for the trip. “Believe 
me,”  commented Sue, “ to worship with 4,200 teenagers under one roof lets you know there is truly Hope 
in Our Midst.  We just need to look for it and recognize it.”  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

LaWanda Harr is and Garrett Staples 

Youth @ Revival 
 

Alabama Presbyterian Church added a 
new dimension to their 3-day revival in July, 
with a special program for youth. The schedule 
included all of the functions of the revival 
itself, plus there were three specific objectives 
for the program: learn to listen to the sermon; 
build trust and relationships; and set positive 
goals for the coming school year 

Valerie Brashears, Livia Cruz, Matthew 
Bean, Joanna Blackwelder and Mary Raymond, 
members of the Camp of the Pines summer 
staff, assisted in leading activities preparing 
young disciples for the revival services. Every 
evening before worship the young people had 
supper together, read and discussed the 
scripture passage for evening worship, and 
 

sat together as a group during services. “The 
sermon seemed much easier to follow and it 
was interesting to see if we even got close to 
what was in Rev. Gamble’s sermon” , said 
Rev. Bill Willis, pastor at Alabama. 

In addition, the group played trust 
building games that the Pines camp staff 
joined in making fun and very effective. Bill 
noted, “The counselors helped keep the 
conversations relevant and interesting”  For a 
particular treat, the group was invited to LA 
Tech pool two afternoons where they had a 
splashing good time! 

“ It was a special time for our youth” , 
Rev. Willis observed. “The time spent 
together was important and we thank Joe Hill 
for the loan of the five counselors.”  

Presbyter ian Communicator  Network Conference in Louisville held August 1-4, was attended 
by Deborah Firmin, Pines designated communicator representative. Presentations of conference 
speakers are being gathered to post online at www.pcusa.org/comnet in the coming weeks.  
Available online now are topics including “51 Ways to Improve Your Website” . “ Is Myspace also 
Churchspace?”; and “Using New Media Effectively” . 
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Looking Ahead 
Camp Staff 2008 
 

Camp of the Pines program  
has been blessed with wonderful 
young men and women the last 
couple of years serving camp 
staff positions, but we are losing some of our 
best that are graduating from college. 

If your church has college students 
interested in summer employment with the 
Presbytery outdoor ministry program for 
2008, have them contact Joe Hill at Pres-
bytery office or email joehill@pinespby.org 
for more information. 

Attention Retired Ministers 
 
The Board of Pension is offering 

“ Presbyterians Today”  magazine 
subscription to all retired ministers at no 
charge. 

Contact Susan Stanford with the 
General Assembly Council at 1-888-728-
7228 ext. 5520 or email her at 
sstanfor@ctr.pcusa.org. Office hours 
Tuesdays 10:00 a.m. to 2:30 p.m., and 
Wednesday-Thursday 8:00 a.m. to 5:00 
p.m. 

Providential Peruvian Mission 
 

An annual Mission Trip to Peru led by Joe Mitchell of New Covenant Presbyterian Church, 
Natchez, needed one more female, and Lollie Hammett, a member of First Presbyterian Church, 
Ferriday was offered the opportunity to go.  “Oh, I can’ t do that,”  Lollie initially responded, but 
after much soul searching, and a little divine financial intervention, the retired teacher signed up.  
The whole Ferriday Church got involved collecting two special offerings to purchase clothing 
and other articles to be distributed to the Peruvian people on the trip.  

The other volunteers in the group included, Patsy Eames, Connie Burns, Ann Thornhill, Dr. 
& Mrs. Hugh Harris (retired surgeon) all from Natchez, and Evan Long from Boston, MA. They 
visited several orphanages, a church in San Ramon, and nursing home where health care 
screenings were provided as well as some medical equipment, school supplies, medications, 
food, clothing, play equipment, and cash gifts. 

Lollie reported one of the highlights of the trip at San Ramon where Joe Mitchell preached  
and they had a meal with the Santos family that staff’s the church. The entire family of eight 
live above the church in very meager conditions. “This family, who had so little was happy and 
so appreciative of all the many things we did for their church and church family” , Lollie noted. 
“The orphanages we visited, their staffs, and the Home for the Ancients and their staff were 
equally appreciative of the many things we did.”   

Lollie reflected, “ I pray that Joe Mitchell can make many more of these mission trips to 
Peru and that many more will have the opportunity to go with him as I did. It was a life-
changing experience in which I got way more out of it than I gave to it.”  


